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Agricultural Bale Accumulator And Method Tlierefor 



Applicanis: 
lall Appl N(L. 



ML Filing Date: 
Nat Y. Appln. No. : 
Nat 1 Filing Date. 
Entitled: 



Kevin D. Kaschke 
3105KtneAlford Ch 
St. Charles, IL 60174 



January 22, 2006 



Response 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Commissioner; 

Responsive to the office action dated December 22, 2005 for the above-identified 
patent application, the applicant hereby submits the fbllowing response. 

Application Status: 

1 . Under the present office action and the non-final office action dated April 2005, 
claims 1-60 were pending in the application, of which claims 36-60 were withdrawn from 
consideration. 

2. Claims 1 -30 are rejected. 

3. Claims 3 1 -33 are objected to. 

4. The drawings filed on April 21 , 2001 arc objected to. 
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A p plicant's response lo each of the examiner's rejections: 
I. The examiner rejected claims 1-15 and 17-30 under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the known baler disuluycd by applicants on page 1, lines 22-31 of the 
present specification, or newly cited Uindahl, et al (US Patent No. 4,951,452) in view of 
Vellidus, et a! . and/or Hale, et al. 

The present application teaches on page. 1, lines 9.7-31: ''An agricultural halcr 
("baler'') is a widely used piece of mobile equipment which collects and compresses the crop 
material as it travels over the ground to produce a compact unit of crop, commonly referred 
to as a bale. The baler may comprise a motorized machine driven by an operator or* 
alternatively, may comprise a wheeled frame adapted for traveling alongside or behind a 
tractor. Typically, a baler Is a wheeled chassis adapted lor hitched cunneclioii to a tractor to 
be towed in tandem behind the tractor. After the baler forms a bale, a cord, such as wire or 
twine, is tied around the bale to hold the bale together in its compressed form. The baler 
eject? the tied bales periodically from a bale chamber of a baler as the baler travels over the 
ground. Each ejected bale may be directly discharged either to a bale accumulator or to the 
ground for later pick up by a bale collector in order to make the harvesting of the crop 
material more efficient and to decrease manual labor. Bales provided by either the bale 
accumulator or the bale collector may thrai be deposited on a vehicle, such as a tractor trailer, 
lor hauling to another location for storage." (herein referred to as the ^'Applicant's discluscJ 
baler") 

Lundahl, et al teaches: "A hay baler including a trailer frame with a hitch for 
attachment to a prime mover and support wheels. A crop pick-up unit moves cut crop Into a 
material storage area, from where it is moved into a bale chamber and is compacted by a 
compression unit and tied with twine before being discharged to ground from the rear of the 
trailer frame." (Abstract) 

Vellidus, et al. teaches "a combine that removes harvested crop from a vine.*' 

Hale, ct al. teaches Held mapping system for an agricultural vehicle, such as a 
combine, planter or cultivator." 

Independent claims 1 and 26 each claim at least, for example: "An agricultural bale 
accumulator adapted to receive agricultural bales of crop material formed by and ejected from 
an agricultural baler ..." 

The teachings Hale, et al and/or Vellidus, et al. in combination with the teaching of 

the Applicant's disclosed baler or LundahL et al is not the same as and does not render 
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obvious the claimed ^'agricultural bale accumulator adapted to receive agricultural bales of 
crop material formed by and ejected from an agricultural baler,'' for at least the following 
reasons. 

Hale, ei al. leaches "an agricuUural vehicle, such a combine, planter or cultivator/- 
Vellidus, et al. teaches "a combine,'' and the Applicant's disclosed baler and Lundahl, et al 
each teach "a hay baler." By contrast, the claims claim "an agricultural bale accumulator.'' 
There is no basis in one or more of the four cited rftferenres for modifying one or more of the 
four cited references to meet the claimed limitation of "an agricultural bale accumulator.'' 

Neither Hale, et al. nor Vellidus, et al teaches or suggests the claimed "agricultural 
bales of crop material." Therefore, Hale, et al. or Vellidus, et al. is not properly modifiable 
by either the Applicant's disclosed baler or Lundahl, et al teaching of "a hay bale" when its 
intended function is destroyed because of Ihc dincrerii:c in the ciop material among the cited 
references. 

Neither Hale, et al. nor Vellidus, et ah teaches or suggests the claimed "an agricultural 
bale accumulator adapted to receive agricultural bales of crop material." Therefore, Hale, et 
al. or Vellidus. et al. is not properly modifiable by either the Applicant's disclosed baler or 
Limdahl, et al teaching of "a hay baler for producing hay bales" when its intended function is 
destroyed because of the diflference in transporting the crop material among the cited 
references. 

Neither Hale, ct al. nor VelHdus, et al, teaches or suggests the claimed; "civp inatcrial 
formed by and ejected from an agricultural baler." Therefore, Hale, et al. or Vellidus, et al. is 
not properly modifiable by either the Applicant's disclosed baler or Lundahl, et al teaching of 
"a hay baler for producing hay baks" when it$ intended function is destroyed because of the 
difference in machinery forming and handling the crop material. 

Nowhere does Hale, et al., Vellidus, et ah, the Applicant's disclosed baler or Lundahl, 
et al, either alone or in combination, teach or suggest the use of site-specific farming (e.g., 
GPS) in combination with "an agricultural bale accumulator' and "agricultural bales of crop 
material/' as claimed. There is no basis in one or more of the cited references for combining 
the teachings of the cited references or modifying the four cited references to meet the 
claimed limitations. 

Nowhere docs Hale, ct ah, Vellidus, ct al., the Applicant's disclosed baler or Lundahl, 

et al, either alone or in combination, teach or suggest the problems or the problems' source, 

associated with the claimed ^'agricultural bale accumulator*' and "agricultural bales of crop 

material/'' Therefore, teachings of the cited references, either alone or in combination, cannot 
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provide a solution to tlie problems associated with the claimed '^agricultural bale 
accumulator/' 

The cited re ferences, in combination, teach away from the claimed limitations of the 
^^agricultural bale accumulator adapted to receive agricultural bales of crop material formed 
by and ejected from an agricultural baler" because each of the cited references a different 
machine, a different vvay to control the machine, and a diffei-ent way to transport the different 
crop material., and Halft, et al. and Vellidus, et a!, each tcach a different crop material and a 
different way to harvest the crop material. 

For at least the«ie reasons, the four cited references, either alone or in combination, 
require more than replacing manual means with mechanical or automatic means to 
accomplish the same results, as achieved by the present independent claims 1 and 26, for 
example. 

Further, dependent claims 2-25 and dependent claims 27-35 include additional 
limitations that further define the present invention to further distinguish over the cited 
references. 

For at least these reasons, the present independent claims 1 and 26 are patentable over 
the four cited references, either alone or in combination. Therefore, the applicant respectfully 
request that the examiner's rejection of claims 1-15 and 17-30, under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Applicant's disclosed baler, or newly cited Lundahl, et al in view of 
Velltdus, et aK and/or F-Iale, et al„ be withdrawn. 

2. The applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-35 claim an improved agricultural 
bale accumulator advantageously providing increased bale accumulating cnparify, anriynr 
intelligent bale accumulation and bale discharge operations to permit efficient, flexible, and 
desirable harx'csting of hay and forage crop material. The features of the claimed agricultural 
bale accumulator and/or its associated advantages are not taught or suggested by the 
references of record, either alone or in combination, 

3. In view of the foregoing. Applicant submits that all pending claims arc in condition 
for allowance. Applicant respectfully requests the reconsideration and reexamination of this 
application and the timely allowance of the pending claims. Should any issues remain 
unresolved, the Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned at the phone number 
provided below. 
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4. 



Applicanl respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowunct; be i5>Mied in this 



case. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Phillip G. Spaniel et al. 



Kevin D. Kutjclike 
Applicant/Inventor 
Reg i strati nn No. "^5.767 
Phone: (630) 377-6759 
Fax: (630) 377-6795 



Dated: 
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